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O Abstract

Candlelight Movement Politics and the ‘Dual Transformation’ of
Korean Democracy

Kweon, Young-Sook

This paper argues that the naming and/or defining of a social movement or
protest events is a kind of struggle on ‘historical symbol.” In this regard, the
paper will reject the coinage of “Candlelight Revolution,” to be away from the
romanticization and sanctification of the candlelight protest during 2016-2017
years. Theoretically built upon historical sociology and social movement studies,
the paper defines the 2016 Candlelight Protest as an issue campaign and a
protest cycle. The second part is focusing on the dual relationship between the
movement politics of the candlelight protest and ‘the year 87 regime’s crisis.
The crisis of liberal democracy, which almost collapsed after the emergence of the
Park Geun-hye administration, is dual crisis in which two obstacles are
complicatedly mixed. One is the crisis of formal democracy in which
representative democracy is no longer functioning due to the privatization of the
state power and system, and the other crisis is a crisis embedded in capitalist
democracy itself, which is only self-limited within liberal hegemony and overlaps
and develops in tandem with neoliberal economic transition. In that respect, the
two crises are overlapping and tightly connected. The remaining serious question
is whether the overwhelming power of the 2016 Caandlelight protest has not
only restored the year 87 regime, but also can overcome the crisis of year 87

regime, to be savior of Korean democracy.
Key Words: the 2016 Candlelight Protest, issue campaign, protest cycle, so-

cial movement politics, multiorganizational movement field, The Year 87

Regime, dual transformation
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